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Maryland State Squash - U.S. National Doubles - BIDS Tournament

Over the years the BIDS Tournament has been fortunate to win the
patronage of many companies and individuals as well as the loyal
service of numerous volunteers. Without them, there would simply be no
Baltimore Invitational Doubles.

For more than ten years (in some cases for more than twenty years)
some individuals, in particular, have been very special members of the
BIDS family including those two most recent times when the BIDS
became the U.S. National Doubles Championships - 1987 and 1996.
They, more than any others, have helped to insure that the oldest
nationally sanctioned invitational squash tournament in the United
States has remained financially strong.

Maryland State Squash wishes to, therefore, especially recognize these
Great Friends of the Tournament - at BIDS 2002.

Patricia Goodyear
(Died, September 2000)

Jervis Finney
Past President, MSSRA

Jack Luetkemeyer

Leo Pierce
(Philadelphia)

Tommy Schweizer
Maryland State Squash Hall of Fame
MSSRA Outstanding Achievement Award
Past President, MSSRA

Tim Schweizer

Mary Jean and Ollie Travers
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Brian Kroneberger, Co-Chairman - Fund Raising
Jack Holick, MSSRA Representative
Vaughan Schmidt, Registration & Social Events
Bob Gaines, MSSRA President & Tournament Representative
Clarke Griffin, Maryland Club Squash Chairman
Nancy Cushman, Meadow Mill Athletic Club
Todd Garliss, Baltimore Country Club Squash Chairman
Gus Cook, Meadow Mill Athletic Club — Head Professional
Andrew Cordova, Maryland Club Professional

Rob Krizek, Baltimore Country Club Racquets Director

MARYLAND STATE SQUASH RACQUETS ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS
President: Bob Gaines

Vice Presidents: Michael Riehl, Todd Garlis , Clarke Griffin &
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Treasure: Bob Everd
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WELCOME
Letter from the President, Bob Gaines,
Maryland State Squash Racquets Association

Welcome to the 55th Baltimore Invitational Doubles Championships— BIDS 2002.

During the past year the Maryland State Squash Racquets Association has experienced significant
growth in membership. Through better communication with the members and in an effort to encour-
age more young people to participate in competitive squash, we have created and helped sponsor
three tournaments where none existed before.

We have improved communication to the membership by the creation of a newsletter that is pro-
duced eight times a year and a web page that is continually updated.

We have been successful in increasing our MSSRA Board to include 35 active members who have
generously volunteered for various functions and committees. Overall membership has grown four-
fold, now including 350 out of a potential 1,000 active players.

The first of three tournaments that the MSSRA initiated was the Maryland State Junior
Championships. The first year, 2000, 83 boys and girls entered the competition. This year, 2002,
126 boys and girls entered to play in age groups from under-11 to under-19. This tournament was
accentuated by an exciting exhibition match between Sarah Fitz-Gerald, ranked Women’s #1 in the
world, and our local pro, Patrick Chifunda. Every year this tournament has been run very well
under the directorship of Frank Cushman. This year he was joined by Gus Cook.

The second tournament the MSSRA helped sponsor in 2001 was the first Maryland State Junior
Open Squash Tournament. The tournament directors, Rob Krizek and Andrew Cordova, organized a
fun and competitive weekend for all 93 entrants.

The third tournament, the Baltimore City Open, was renamed the Annapolis Open Singles Squash
Tournament. It is being hosted by the Naval Academy in beautiful Annapolis. This is an important
tournament because it is the first MSSRA-sponsored tournament to be held outside of Baltimore.
Team Annapolis, the name the Annapolis MSSRA members use for themselves, will be carrying on
the leadership after an outstanding start under the direction of Jack Hollick. The Annapolis Open
will be one of the first public tournaments in Maryland to cater to college squash players.

Financially, the MSSRA held its ground with our endowments despite the recent year’s poor finan-
cial markets.

We, the Board and the members of the MSSRA, are proud of what we have been able to accomplish
together. We are confident that future administrations will follow in our footsteps as we followed
the footsteps that preceded us.

Sincerely,

Bob Gaines

Chee of my fordest memaides!
Ghiee generalions of sguask plages.
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This is really not a history, but more like a few observations on the B. I. D. S. tournament. A
history would require so many names and dates that I am sure you would stop reading before you
were through.

It started back in the early 1940’s, on one doubles court with a very low ceiling, in the old Park
Plaza hotel. Would you believe that one year the National Doubles was played on this court?

The B. I. D. S. tournament, in the early years, was much more a great party weekend than a
squash event, but over the last sixty years or so it has developed arguably into one of the best dou-
bles tournaments in the country and certainly this year is no exception.

The Park Plaza and its court are no longer in existence. Since then there are many doubles courts

throughout the area. The Meadow Mill Athletic Club has two, the Baltimore Country Club has one
and the Maryland Club has two.

The party atmosphere has surely been maintained, but the squash has risen from a few top
national players to a group of the “Worlds Best”.

Of course many people have had a hand in all this, but I would have to say that John Voneiff and
Bobby Travers have been most responsible for this world-class event.

We hope that you all will have a great time this weekend, playing, watching and partying.

Take care and have fun.

%ﬁmy Schwerzer

IN HONOR OF SAM SILBER

Since our last B. I. D. S. tournament, Maryland has lost one of its most prominent
“friends of squash”. Due to an unfortunate mix-up in information, many squash players
were unaware of Sam Silber’s death and were thus unable to attend his funeral.

Sam played for over forty years and exemplified all that is great about the game. He
was a really good sport and great fun to play squash with. He was a past President of the

M. S. S. R. A., and also received the Outstanding Achievement Award presented to a per-
son who has contributed a great deal of time and effort to squash in Maryland. He played
on a Lapham Cup squad against Canada, and was on hand for almost every B. I. D. S.
tournament since its inception in the 1940’s.

During World War II, Sam was a squadron Commander on an aircraft carrier in the
Pacific and received numerous decorations for bravery in action.

You were a great guy Sam and we all will miss you very much.




