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1999 -2000
MSSRA Executive Gommittee

ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS

PreSiAent : e s e i o 0 i i 6 0500500 505058 5500 S i dmnsin Bob Travers
First Vice President............cccooiviiiiiiiiiiicecc, Robert Gaines
Second Vice President ............ccoccooviiiiiii, Randall Etheridge
SECTEIAIY ..o Dixon Waxter
TrEASUIET ..o David Huntley

ADVISORS

Denis Bourke Bob Everd John Minkowski
Andrew Cordova Jim Hense Jim Taylor
JervisFinney John Voneiff Clarke Griffin
COMMITTEES

Investment Chairman.............ccocooiiiiiiiiieie Bruce Dunham
Women's Development ..........cccooooviiiiiiiiiiiiiei Vaughn Schmidt
Juniors Development............c..cccooeiieen Frank Cushman, Peter Blank,

Hugh Anderson, David Doherty, Roy Ollier
Baltimore City Open .........cccccooovviiiiien, Frank and Nancy Cushman
Hicks Tournament ............cccooviiiiiiiiicce e Bob Everd
Fall DOUDIES. ........oiiiiiiiiec e Jim Taylor
Fitzgerald CUp ........ooviiiiiiiicceeeeee e Bob Travers
Siale it Bl Ssnmsenans s anssnsssens John Voneiff, Bobby Gaines
State Singles.................... Dixon Waxter, Randall Etheridge, Bob Travers
YOAT BOOK w55 v smsmsiusains oo 52 55 15 2.5 56 5 55 55 55 55 5.5 6545 6 58 5 i i o 0 John Voneiff
Mailing List.......oooiii Arden Travers
HISTOMAN ..o, Jim Hense
Baltimore Country Club/Club Rep .............ccooovii, Bruce Dunham
Maryland Club/CIub Rep ........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiii Clarke Giriffin
Meadow Mill/CIUD Beprssssssmmmssis ssussn vnis sssmis o sase o Nancy Cushman

HALL OF FAME COMMITTEE
Robert Travers JimHense
Bob Everd John Voneiff
Nancy Cushman Bobby Gaines
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George Doetsch Jervis S. Finney Horace Rumsey
Southey Miles J.B. Miller Anthony Rytina
j J. Lawrence Schanberger Tommy Schweizer
[ A9B2-B4 ... William E.Lamble, Jr.
IS Y Sam L. Silber
| TOBB-72 oo Haswell M. Franklin
I O . Francis G. Riggs
| TOTAETO .o s s i .5 A A Alva P. Weaver, |l
1076578 oo, Alexander Sotir
497880 e Robert V. Bates
| 1980-82....oeeeee e Paul M. Deitz
TOB2-84 ... Robert H. Hicks, Jr.
1984-85.................... S Gordon W. Priest, Jr.
TOBE-80.....eooie Robert L. Everd
1986-88.........cceeviiiiii, PO P PP PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPN John S. Minkowski
1O88-90. ..., Jan A. Markowitz |
199092 T. James Hense, Jr.
TO93-94 ..o Pete Gerand
199596, ...t Ken Katz
TO07-08 i John Voneiff

BEFORE 1962:

T ——
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Schedule of Events for the MSSRA

November 2-4................ Finale..........coccoviiiiiii, Washington, D.C.
To Be Announced.......... Lucky NicK...........ccoeiieen. Washington, D.C.
November 12-15............ Baltimore City Open ..................... Meadow Mill
December 4-6................ Maryland Fall Doubles............. BCC, MD Clubs
December 4-6................ Snowball Slowball................. Washington, D.C.
January 2. Fitzgerald/Stevens Cup ................ Meadow Mt
January 8-10.................. Maryland Mixed Doubles..... To Be Announced
February 5-7 .................. Hicks Invitational....................cccccccceiii, BCC
February 13-15............. Woodruff-Nee..............co....... Washington, D.C.
March 12:14 .....cosmmmmmm State Doubles/BIDS................. BCC, MD Clubs
March 26-28 ................. Maryland State Singles................. Meadow Mill
Dates & Locations can be changed.
CONTACTS:
Bob Travers ............. 410-539-3400 Howard Day........ 202-824-1367
Frank Cushman....... 410-235-7000 Hunt Richardson. 202-659-1183
Jim Taylor................ 410-727-2323 John Voneiff......... 410-347-0365
Andrew Cordova......410-889-4400 Bob Gaines, Sr.... 410-654-4667

Maryland State Squash Hali of Fame
1998-99 Squash Season . . .
Robert H. chks Senlors Masters Toumament

Entry FOIRN s e i i i 3b
The Baltimore Squash Profess;onals ......... e i 37
PSA Professional Squash Association..........oooii 41
MDD State Squash-Baltimore Glibs il i 46
Juniors & Collegiate Squash . .. i 50
1998-99 MD State Squash Rankings.......... . 54
‘Review of 1998-99 MD State Squash Championships................. 57
The (NRS) Rantional Ratings System (Where You Stand)............... 62
TheBuleBook. oo i il 71
Historical Becard. i i ann s 75
Bepelory. . o e Gl
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Robert S. Travers is Elected President of the |
Maryland State Squash Racquets Association

Preparing for the 1998-99 Season and the Future

On May 1, 1998, outgoing President John Voneiff turned over the
reigns of the Maryland State Squash Racquets Association to Robert |
S. Travers. Bobby had been M.S.S.R.A. 1st Vice President for the previ- |
ous two years. Now, as M.S.S.R.A. President he has accepted the re- i
sponsibility of leading Maryland State Squash into the next century. |
During his tenure as 1st Vice President, Bobby was instrumental in first {
consolidating M.S.S.R.A. funds and then developing and implementing |
a long term investment policy for their management and use. He and
his wife, Arden, took on the large task of compiling and updating the
roster of Maryland State Squash Racquet Association members.
Bobby has been tireless in his efforts to support, help run and improve |
M.S.S.R.A. tournament events. He is a member of three regional ’
squash facilities and is respected by their respective memberships as
a consensus builder and force for maintaining enthusiasm and har- |
mony among all who collectively contribute to and are the backbone of |
Maryland State Squash. As both a top local player who's hallmark is
sportsmanship and as a patron of Maryland Squash who has unsel-
fishly contributed his time and resources, Bobby has become Maryland
State Squash’s nationally recognized ambassador. ‘

The 1997-98 Maryland State Squash Season In Review |
During the past 1997-98 season the M.S.S.R.A., through its officers
and membership, sponsored and financially underpinned all eight of
the Maryland State Squash Racquets Association’s Tournaments in-
cluding the State Championships, the Baltimore Open and the Balti-
more Invitational Doubles. The Maryland State Squash Racquets Asso-
ciation also sponsored a (PSA) Professional Squash Association Balti-
more Singles Tour Event held at Meadow Mill Athletic Club in conjunc-
tion with the Baltimore City Open.

Total 1997-98 tournament expenses exceeded $40,000.00. Corre-
sponding funding came from three sources: a) the generosity of more
than sixty patrons and ten sponsors, b) player fees, and c) subsidies
from the Maryland State Squash Investment Fund, a portion of which is |
designated for such use.
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Beyond the playing aspect of the game, the Executive Committee
voted to establish a Maryland State Squash Hall of Fame. By May of
1998 twenty-six individuals had been proposed in response to a re-
quest for nominees in the 1997-98 Year Book and later in a general let-
ter sent to the membership preceding the 1998 BIDS Tournament. Of
these, seven were nominated and all seven were subsequently voted
into the Maryland State Hall of Fame as the “First Class”. This 1998-99 |
Maryland State Squash Year Book is dedicated to them in appreciation i
for their extraordinary contributions to Maryland State Squash.

Robert S. Gaines Sr. is elected 1st Vice President

Bobby Gaines has never said no when it came to working for Maryland
State Squash. In addition to being an active player in both local and
out of state Senior events, Bobby has generously donated his time and
considerable organizational talents to the management of Maryland
State Squash tournaments especially the 1996 National Doubles and
the annual Baltimore Invitational Doubles. He emphatically believes that
a focused and dedicated Maryland State Squash leadership will result
in an ever growing and stronger Association.

Finally, page 1 of this Year Book reflects, through the listing of the M.S.
S.R.A'’s volunteer management, the growing enthusiasm of those will-
ing to help keep our association vital. Their help as well as that of our
patrons and sponsors is deeply appreciated. Thank you all!

Bob Travers, Frank Cushman and John Voneiff
1996 National Doubles
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NANCY AND FRANK CUSHMAN
Proprietors: Meadow Mill Athletic Club

When Nancy and Frank Cushman joined forces with Anne and Ken
Katz in 1992 not even they envisioned how completely Baltimore would
embrace the product of their industry, the Meadow Mill Athletic Club.
Recently, Nancy and Frank became the Meadow Mill Athletic Club's
sole proprietors and in doing so have come full circle in their dream of
building and operating one of the very finest squash facilities in the
United States. At the 1998 Baltimore Invitational Doubles Saturday
night dinner/dance, John Voneiff, President of the M.S.S.R.A., pre-
sented Nancy and Frank with the Maryland State Squash Outstanding
Achievement Award for their long and lasting contribution to the ad-
vancement of Squash in the United States and especially in the State
of Maryland.

It would be difficult to imagine Maryland State Squash without Nancy
and Frank. Frank came to Baltimore from New York in 1979 to assume
the job of Maryland Club Professional. Everyone immediately recog-
nized his playing and teaching talents. Few foresaw how he and
Nancy, who met Frank that same year and then married him in 1982,
would so directly impact and, in the process, advance the quantity
and quality of Squash in Maryland.

In 1975 they took over a two singles and one doubles squash court fa-
cility that had originally been the gymnasium for the defunct Girls Latin
School. They called it the Racquet Club of Roland Park. Not long after
they were up and running, they began their nationally recognized Jun-
iors Program which now involves almost all of the private schools and
has introduced hundreds of boys and girls to the game of Squash.

Their 1990 collaboration with Anne and Ken Katz that resulted in
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Meadow Mill Athletic Club make them the individuals most responsible
for bringing the International version of Squash to Baltimore. They did
it when there was little state or national interest in converting from hard
ball to soft ball. Their belief in themselves and long standing vision to
create a squash facility beyond all others was the driving force that
catapulted Baltimore and Maryland State Squash to the forefront of In-
ternational soft ball Squash. As a result of their gamble, dedication
and tireless every day efforts Nancy and Frank Cushman have helped
insure that Maryland will always be a major center for Squash.

Swn Siecipierdy

1993 Bob Everd
1994 Sam Silber
1994 Tommy Schweizer
1995 Haswell Franklin, Sr
1996 I James Hense, Jr.

1997 Robert H. Hicks, ]
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Change is continuing for Maryland State Squash. We are witnessing
the rapid evolution of our game, its player makeup and tournaments.
We saw the acceptance and development of the international softball
in all squash events at the State, locale, and club levels. We continue
to see the expansion of our squash base among a broad-base of so-
cio-economic peoples and with the proliferation of tournaments we are
consolidating some events yet -trying to improve and expand those
which remain.

The 1997-98 squash year saw a continuation of the game’s develop-
ment. The Baltimore City open has cemented its position as the flag
ship singles event for the State of Maryland. Its superb organization, its
competitiveness and large number of entries, (over 100 participants,)
solidified the international softball as Maryland’s ball of choice. Joined
to the event for the third year running was a successful professional
invitational. We witnessed some of the finest squash players in the
world compete for the $5,000 of prize money over the fun filled week-
end. On the doubles front it was unanimously approved under the
leadership of John Voneiff to incorporate a professional draw and the
State Doubles into the Baltimore Invitational Doubles, (BIDS). The
greatest doubles players in the world will be enticed to compete in Bal-
timore for the $5,000 of prize money offered. This will become our flag
ship event.

Additionally, we have seen an increase in number of junior players. The
Cushman’s (Nancy and Frank), Peter. Blank and David Doughtery at
Meadow Mill are largely responsible for this increase. They supported
or managed a large junior population in league and intramural events
while coaching individual players in tournaments. Junior development
is paramount to the success of squash in the future. We also saw the
expansion of players across a broad diversified base of socio-
economic lines. This expansion is good for the game of squash and
we look forward to this expansion. We hope these new players see
value in joining and participating in the MSSRA, its functions and its
organization.

And where is the MSSRA today? We are a financially healthy organiza-
tion but one in need of volunteers to help run the organization. Data
base management, year book development, tournament organization,
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